9 Reasons Why Linking Midwifery Registration to Insurance
May Affect YOU...
1. It will cost you MONEY.

Every time a new midwife finishes her training or an NHS midwife moves job, takes a break between jobs or goes onto maternity leave
she will have to be either added, removed or amended on the NMC register. There are over 38,000 midwives on the register moving
around every week. The NMC will have to administer this scheme. That’s the NMC that is “failing at every level” and has just increased
its’ registration fees by 32%. So where will the money come from to fund this extra work? Exactly. YOU.

2. It will take away your AUTONOMY.

If you have to be insured to be a midwife from October then it follows that you have to comply with any stipulations that the insurers
make to be a midwife from October. So if the NHS insurance underwriters
decide one day after a nasty lawsuit that homebirth/VBAC/Whatever
is too risky for them they might say you can no longer do these things
in practice. And you’ll have to obey, else you won’t be insured which
means you’re breaking the law. Making a link between registration and
insurance puts policy decisions in insurer’s hands, not midwives. Byebye autonomy. And talking of breaking the law...

3. You may be PRACTISING ILLEGALLY without even
thinking about it.

Shift running over but still caring for a woman? Stopped in the street to answer a
question for a woman or friend? Want to care for your friend in labour who lives
outside of your Trust area? Covering a shift for someone else in a different area?
Supposed to be on annual leave but offered to cover? Better be checking the terms of
your NHS insurance policy to make sure you’re covered, or you’ll be practising illegally.

4. It will take away CHOICE from women.

Not everyone wants to birth within the NHS. That doesn’t mean the NHS is bad, it isn’t. But some
women just don’t want to go into hospital or for whatever reason, they can’t get the birth they
want on the NHS. Taking away more choices from women about ANYTHING (but especially
about birth) is a bad thing and will lead to...

5. It will HARM women and babies.

With no alternatives to NHS care, scared women may decide to go it alone. This could
have truly devastating consequences for mothers and their babies.

6. Your WORKLOAD will increase.

Women who would otherwise be cared for by independents may now turn to the NHS.
This will further increase the NHS workload and birth rate at a time when resources are
already stretched and the birth rate is off the chart. All of this further contributes to burned
out midwives and unsafe practice.

7. Midwifery will LOSE fundamental skills.

Vaginal breech birth, homebirth of twins, homebirth after caesarean section, routine physiological 3rd stage; these are a dying breed in
some parts of the NHS. Independent midwifery keeps many of these skills alive in our communities, these are skills that we need to see
as thriving and routine if we are to keep from being turned into obstetric nurses.

8. It will change the perception and future of YOUR profession.

Insurance does NOT keep women safe. One-to-one care from a known skilled midwife keeps women safe. Forcing Independent
Midwifery underground due to lack of insurance could bring your profession into disrepute and result in qualified midwives facing
criminal charges for delivering care to women who would not otherwise be supported in their choices.

9. Because our DAUGHTERS and GRANDDAUGHTERS deserve more.

They do. They deserve more than to have their maternity care dictated to them by insurance companies. Insurance does NOT keep
women safe. One-to-one care from a known skilled midwife keeps women safe. THIS HAS TO BE STOPPED.
Join the Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Choose-your-Midwife-Choose-your-Birth/223503274456877
Follow us on Twitter @IMUK2013
Email your MP http://findyourmp.parliament.uk/
Sign the petition http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/44382
Respond to the government ‘consultation’ with your views
http://consultations.dh.gov.uk/professional-standards/indemnity_for_regulated_healthcare_professionals
Ask the RCM to support us https://www.facebook.com/MidwivesRCM
March with us on the 25th https://www.facebook.com/events/337186596400907/

